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	Memorandum 

	Date: 
	September 8, 2009

	To: 
	Bill Gamble, District Ranger, Diamond Lake Ranger District

	From: 
	Joyce Casey, Forest Service Representative to the REO

	Subject: 
	Regional Ecosystem Office Review of  the Fish Creek Forebay Chinquapin Restoration Project, Diamond Lake Ranger District, Umpqua National Forest



Summary:  The Regional Ecosystem Office (REO) interagency Late-Successional Reserve (LSR) Work Group has concluded its review of the documents provided by the Umpqua National Forest.  You asked us to review a proposed chinquapin restoration project in which a portion occurs within Late Successional Reserve (LSR) 222 within the Umpqua National Forest. The REO, based upon review by the LSR Work Group, concurs with the Forest in its finding of consistency with the Standards and Guidelines (S&G) under the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP) for the Fish Creek Forebay Chinquapin Restoration Project.

Basis for the Review:   The proposed project is a unique habitat maintenance and restoration project for a chinquapin stand not found elsewhere on the Diamond Lake District.  Conifer encroachment and overtopping are shading out the mature chinquapin and preventing the natural regeneration of understory chinquapin.  The district requested REO review of the project to provide concurrence that this project is consistent with the NWFP.  Standards and Guidelines for Multiple-Use Activities Other Than Silviculture include Habitat Improvement Projects (C-17).   The LSR Workgroup reviewed the project to determine if the activities are consistent to provide late-successional habitat benefits, or if their effect on late-successional associated species is negligible.  As required by the NWFP S&G (C-11), the Forest has prepared a Late-Successional Reserve Assessment (LSR assessment).
Background and Project Description:  The proposed project is a small scale, eleven total acres, restoration project of which two acres are located within LSR 222.  The South Cascades Late Successional Reserve Assessment (April 1998) found that 43% of the LSR is late seral habitat and 59% qualifies as spotted owl nesting/roosting/foraging habitat which places LSR 222 at the high quality end for spotted owl habitat in the area.  The stand structure of the project area is unique in that chinquapin is the dominant overstory species in clumps of three to ten mature, 12” – 40” dbh trees.   In the remainder of the District, chinquapin is found as a minor component.   Although there are other ‘patches’ of chinquapin on the District, the project site is unique in both the extent (11 acres) and the large stem diameter of the trees.  Conifer encroachment consists of white fir, western hemlock, Douglas-fir, incense cedar, western white and sugar pine, and ponderosa pine.   The district estimates that without management, conifers ranging in height from two feet to 50 feet will completely shade out the mature chinquapin in 20-40 and no regeneration of chinquapin from either stump sprouting or seed germination is occurring with the stand in these dense conditions.
The District is proposing low intensity prescribed underburning in combination with thinning to meet short and long term objectives of maintaining the chinquapin stand.  No more than 10% mortality of the mature chinquapin is prescribed in the underburning and stump and seed sprouting will be encouraged by the treatments.  Pre-burning thinning treatments would reduce ladder fuels adjacent to chinquapin crowns and remove heavy fuel loadings next to the boles.  Roughly 30 conifers per acre between nine inches and 13 inches dbh would be removed and 130 conifers per acre less than nine inches dbh would be removed as well as approximately 10 tpa of understory deciduous species, primarily dogwood.  The activity generated slash would be piled and burned as needed.   Maintenance underburning or mechanical removal of competing trees would occur every five to 20 years based on monitoring, in order to meet the long-term desired condition.  
Review of the Project: The LSR Work Group reviewed the proposed action for the Fish Creek Forebay Chinquapin Restoration Project. The interagency LSR Work Group review concluded that the proposed treatment in the LSR meets the objectives for managing LSRs.  This conclusion was reached in part for the following reasons:
· The project is consistent with Standard and Guidelines for Habitat Improvement Projects (C-17) in that “the effect to late successional associated species is negligible” and the project is consistent with the goal to “maintain biological diversity associated with native species” (B-1).
· The project complies with the South Cascades LSR Assessment to “provide diverse vegetation structure and pattern” (LSRA pg. 114) and “maintain special habitats that have been declining due to fire exclusion” (LSRA pg. 149).
· Conifer and deciduous thinning is limited to smaller trees < 20” and is focused in the areas adjacent to the desired chinquapins.

· Pre-scribed underburning will be designed with a goal of < 10% chinquapin mortality.

Conclusion:  Based on the interagency REO LSR Work Group’s review of relevant documentation and discussion with Diamond Lake District staff, the REO concurs with the Umpqua National Forest’s conclusion that the Fish Creek Forebay Chinquapin Restoration Project on the Diamond Lake Ranger District is consistent with the Northwest Forest Plan.

If you have questions regarding this review, please contact Kim Mellen-McLean at 503-808-2677.

/s/ Joyce Casey
JOYCE CASEY

Forest Service Representative to the REO
cc: Debbie Pietrzak, BLM

Kim Mellen-McLean, LSR Workgroup, FS
2307/nl

