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Release of Northwest Forest Plan 15-year Monitoring Reports  

 
Portland, OR – A new set of reports analyzing 15 years of monitoring data (1994-2008) under the 
Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP) will soon be published. In 1994, the NWFP Record of Decision 
amended Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land and resource management 
plans within the range of the northern spotted owl.  Since that time, a regional interagency 
effectiveness monitoring framework has been implemented to assess Federal-Tribal relationships 
and to track the status and trend of watershed condition, late-successional and old-growth forests, 
socioeconomic conditions, and population and habitat for marbled murrelets and northern spotted 
owls.  
 
Ed Shepard, the BLM Oregon/Washington State Director, noted, “Monitoring provides important 
information about forest conditions and agency land management activities. It offers valuable 
scientific analysis, and it continues to be an essential tool for implementing adaptive 
management.”  
 
The reports, as well as related documents and previous monitoring reports, are available online at: 
http://www.reo.gov/monitoring/reports/15yr-report/index.shtml. In addition, an implementation 
monitoring report will be added to the website later this summer. 
 
Kent Connaughton, Regional Forester for the Pacific Northwest Region said, "Much has changed 
since the NWFP was adopted, as indicated in the 15-year monitoring report summary. There is a  
wealth of new science to inform ecosystem management, and emerging large-scale issues such as 
climate change have the potential to affect how federal forests are managed in the future."  
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