681A7  Queets silt loam, 0 to 5 percent slopes


DISTRIBUTION AND OCCURRENCE OF SOILS

Queets soils occur on floodplains and low terraces throughout the map unit.  This map unit is composed of medium-textured, very deep soils.

Map Unit Setting:  

Plant associations:  TSHE/VAAL-OXOR

Landform:  floodplains and low terraces

Parent material:  alluvium

Slope range:  0 to 5 percent

Elevation:  50 to 600 feet

Mean annual precipitation:  85 to 120 inches 

Mean annual air temperature:  48 to 51 degrees F

Frost-free season:  160 to 190 days

Map Unit Composition:

Queets and similar soils:  80 percent

Contrasting inclusions:  20 percent

COMPONENT DESCRIPTIONS

Queets Soil:

Depth class:  very deep

Potential rooting depth:  60 or more inches

Permeability:  moderate

Drainage class:  well drained

Water table:  none

Typical profile:  

· Organic mat on surface - 1 inch thick 

· 0 to 6 inches - dark brown silt loam surface layer

· 6 to 60 inches - dark yellowish brown and olive brown silt loam subsoil 

Contrasting inclusions are small areas of poorly drained soils and soils that have a gravelly substratum at a depth of less than 40 inches.  Also included are small areas of Hoh soils.

NATIVE VEGETATION
Plant associations:
TSHE/VAAL-OXOR

Principle tree species:
western hemlock, red alder, and Sitka spruce

Major understory species:
red huckleberry, blue-leafed huckleberry, salal, devilsclub, salmonberry, elderberry, western swordfern, deer fern, ladyfern, and Oregon oxalis

Distribution and Occurrence:
The dominant plant association is TSHE/VAAL-OXOR.

Landform and Geology

Floodplains and low terraces (A) are nearly level, long and narrow units traversed by perennial streams.  Substratum materials are porous and gravelly.  Water tables are often near the surface.  Floodplains are dynamic and sediment can be removed or added annually.

Alluvial deposits consist of unconsolidated silt, sand, gravel, and cobbles derived dominantly from local sources of marine basalt.  These deposits were laid down during comparatively recent geologic time by a stream or other body of flowing water as sorted or semi-sorted sediment in the bed of the stream or on its floodplain.

MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS

Timber Management:

-
Main harvesting limitation is muddiness when soil is wet

-
Rare periods of flooding may limit the use of equipment to dry periods

-
Cable yarding can be used to minimize soil damage

Roads:

-
Use of wheeled and tracked equipment when soil is wet produces ruts and compacts the soil

-
Native surfaces are soft and slippery when wet

-
Roads require suitable surfacing for year-round use

-
Extra rock is needed as base material to maintain a suitable surface

-
Excavation for roads and buildings increases the risk of erosion

-
Roads and buildings should be designed to offset the limited ability of the soil to support a load

Watershed:

Special Forest Products:

Fisheries:

