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The mapping unit symbol consists of numbers and letters.

The first 3 entries are numbers that refer to geologic parent material


400s 

marine basalt


500-600s
glacial deposits


700s

sedimentary rock


800s

broadly defined units on various rock types confined to wilderness areas


900s

alluvium

The 4th entry is a single letter that refers to landform terms


A

flood plains and low terraces


E

terraces


W

wet depressions


C

moderate relief mountain slopes


J

inner gorge


D

mountain slopes


H

dissected mountain slopes


K

mountain headwalls


F

relic proglacial lakes


M

glacial moraines


P

glaciated moderate relief mountain slopes


L

glacial outwash plains


N

glacial valleys


Q

glaciated mountain slopes


R

glacial troughwalls


S

cirque headwalls


U

alpine cirque


T

subalpine cirques


X

escarpments

For definitions of these landform terms, see “Landforms”.
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The 5th entry is a number between 0 and 9 that refers to plant association groupings.


0
all Douglas-fir series


1
all mountain hemlock series


2
Pacific silver fir series that are cool and moist


3
Pacific silver fir series that are cool and relatively drier than #2


4
Pacific silver fir series that are cool and wet


5
all Sitka spruce series


6
all subalpine fir series


7
western hemlock series that are warm and moist


8
western hemlock series that are warm and relatively drier than #7


9
western hemlock series that are warm and wet

Example 416D8 refers to a mapping unit that consists of soils formed from marine basalt on mountain slopes in a grouping of warm relatively dry western hemlock plant associations.  

The mapping unit symbol is connotative, but meant to convey general information.  For detailed information, the user should consult the detailed documents and maps in the soil survey report.

