KEY TO PLANT ASSOCIATION1/ GROUPS
The following plant associations have been grouped by similar relative potential productivity and similarities as indicators of general climatic characteristics.  An additional rationale for grouping is to serve other unique interpretations for management e.g. silvicultural treatment of spruce stands.  These groups will serve to guide soil survey legend development and interpretation.  Major individual plant associations will be defined within map units as to occurrence and distribution.

The number in front of the group heading is the symbol used in the map unit symbol to help identify which plant association is predominate in the map unit.  This symbol occurs as the last number in the map unit symbol e.g. 400B1.

0 - DRY (low and very low productivity)
temperature regime:  mesic

moisture regime:  xeric


All Douglas Fir Series

1 - COLD, MOIST (low and very low productivity)
temperature regime:  cold cryic
moisture regime:  perudic


All Mountain Hemlock Series

2 - COOL, MOIST (moderate and moderately low productivity)

ABAM/ACTR-TIUN (transition)


ABAM/POMU (high productivity; seems to occur through transition to perudic)


ABAM/VAAL


ABAM/VAAL-CLUN


ABAM/VAAL-LIBO2


ABAM/VAAL-TIUN


ABAM/VAAL-ERMO


ABAM/GASH-BLSP


ABAM/OPHO

3 - COOL, SOMEWHAT DRY (very low and low productivity)

ABAM/GASH


ABAM/Depaupered


ABAM/VAAL-RHAL


ABAM/VAAL-XETE


ABAM/VAME-XETE


ABAM/XETE


ABAM/RHMA


ABAM/RHMA-VAAL


ABAM/VAAL-BENE

4 - COOL, WET (very high productivity)
temperature regime:  isofrigid
moisture regime:  udic, perudic


ABAM/OXOR


ABAM/POMU-OXOR


ABAM/OPHO (PER/AQU)


ABAM/LYAM (AQUIC)


ABAM/VAAL-OXOR


ABAM/GASH-OXOR

5 - SPRUCE ZONE (very high productivity)
temperature regime:  isomesic
moisture regime:  udic


PISI/POMU-OXOR

6 - COLD, SOMEWHAT DRY (very low productivity)
temperature regime:  cold cryic


All Subalpine Fir Series

7 - WARM, MOIST (high productivity)

TSHE/RHMA-POMU


TSHE/GASH-VAOV


TSHE/GASH-POMU


TSHE/BENE-POMU


TSHE/VAAL


TSHE/VAAL-GASH


TSHE/ACTR


TSHE/POMU-TITR

8 - WARM, SOMEWHAT DRY (low to moderate productivity)

TSHE/XETE


TSHE/GASH-HODI


TSHE/RHMA-XETE


TSHME/RHMA-BENE


TSHE/RHMA-GASH


TSHE/GASH-XETE


TSHE/VAAL-XETE


TSHE/RHMA


TSHE/BENE


TSHE/GASH


TSHE/GASH-BENE

9 - WARM, WET (high productivity, could be limited by excess moisture)
temperature regime:  isomesic
moisture regime:  udic


TSHE/LYAM


TSHE/OXOR


TSHE/GASH-OXOR


TSHE/OPHO


TSHE/POMU-OXOR


TSHE/VAAL-OXOR


TSHE/POMU-TITR

*Relative Potential productivity is based on Site Index (S.I.) represented in Forested Plant Associations of Olympic National Forest, R6-ECOL-TP 001-88.  Ratings are based on the following categories:  LOW = <115; MODERATE = 115-139; HIGH = 140-169; VERY HIGH = 170+.  (Silver Fir series used western hemlock S.I. curves and in western hemlock and spruce series used Douglas fir S.I. curves.)
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